
D & D SUBGROUP HIGHLIGHTS 
October 12, 1999 

 
This meeting was held in the ETB, Spokane River Room. The meeting began at 9:00 a.m.  
 
CDI Update 
 
Kim Koegler reported that two technologies had been deployed since the last subgroup 
meeting.  The first was the Andros robot being deployed into the ventilation tunnel.  This 
was highlighted in a Tri-City Herald newspaper article recently.  A new camera was 
recently added to the Andros robot as well as a new radiation monitor.  The dose rate 
detected in the tunnel was less than expected and there were less obstacles encountered 
also. The robot went 750 feet on the tether, which is the maximum it could go.   In the first 
week in October a PNNL developed technology was deployed that uses ultrasonics to 
detect liquids.  There were five technologies deployed in FY99 for CDI.  Some of the tasks 
this FY include complete hot cell and drain pipe characterization and to begin the 
performance assessment and feasibility study.  The hot cell characterization consists of 
opening them all and using a gamma camera.  The AIL 3-D camera will be used in each 
cell and a system is being procured to do remote concrete coring in selected hot cells.  
Liquid detection will also be done as needed in each cell as well as sampling of any liquids 
found. 
 
ASTD Updates 
 
Mark Gibson stated that based on the results of a program review meeting held in late 
August the laser cutting ASTD project is being moved from NTS to LANL.  The funding is 
being switched now and Richland supported the move to LANL.  The work at LANL is to 
cut up glove and waste boxes with a new laser system.  Our old laser is still being used to 
cut up munitions.  A separate demonstration of laser cutting is scheduled to take place this 
month at Lumonics in Livonia, MI.  This demonstration is to determine if the Lumonics 
laser cutter can successfully cut up an FMEF glove box we sent there.  A video will be 
made of this effort. 
 
Roger Pressentin and Greg Berlin gave an update on the robot work platform ASTD.  An 
article about this project from the Hanford Reach was distributed to the subgroup 
members.  A new procurement process is being tried and an RFP was issued on 
September 24, 1999 to the top three vendor teams.  The proposed deadline is October 22, 
1999 with an award expected in November 1999. 
 
Future PHMC Work 
 
Greg Berlin discussed a pre-proposal that FDH is putting together concerning a 
decontamination system for manipulator arms being used in the 324 and 327 Buildings.  
This draft report will be sent to all subgroup members for review and comments.  The cost 
for the system is estimated at $495K and joint funding from EM-60, EM-50 and the Waste 
Minimization/Pollution Prevention Program (EM-70) is being sought.  The benefits of this 



new system include (1) a reduction in secondary-waste generation and associated costs, 
(2) a reduction in operational costs due to process efficiencies and automation and, (3) the 
ALARA-based savings associated with personnel dose reduction.  The first project task 
would be an engineering study to evaluate which pieces of equipment to decontaminate 
and any other potential deployments at Hanford. 
 
Greg also mentioned that he is working on a new S&T need statement dealing with 
personnel monitoring.  After project review Greg will see that all subgroup members have a 
copy for review and comment.  Greg also distributed a copy of the new FDH organization 
chart to the subgroup.  Greg stated that the technology management group will mostly be 
mapped into the project groups.  After a brief discussion by the subgroup it was the groups 
consensus that the effects of the reorganization on the subgroup would be minor. The next 
D&D Subgroup meeting is scheduled for November 9 at 9 a.m. in the EESB Chinook 
Room. 
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Greg Berlin   FDH - TM    372-4352 

Dennis Brown  DOE - RL    372-4030 

Suzanne Garrett  PNNL     372-4266 

Mark Gibson   BWHC    373-4869 

Bob Julian   Ecology    736-5702  

Kim Koegler   BHI     372-9294 

Charles Kronvall  BWHC    376-9601 

Roger Pressentin  DOE - RL    376-1291 

Steve Weakley  PNNL     372-4275 

Detlev Wegener  FDH-HAMMER   373-2021  

 
 
   
   
     


